
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 1, 2017  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Albert 
A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Asst. 
Highway Superintendent Gabe Calandra. 
Absent/Excused:   Commissioner Robert E. Galati 
 
There was a quorum.  About six Civics students were also in attendance. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Chairman Fasulo, to accept the minutes of 
the May 3, 2017 meeting as submitted. Motion carried with two abstentions (DeFeo & Natelli). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Paul Chaplinsky, 63 Macintosh Way, spoke about a historic fountain that is being considered 
for relocation to the Plantsville Green. Since the Green is a town park, he was seeking the 
support of this board to move forward. Mr. Chaplinsky handed out information packets to the 
board and gave some background about the fountain and its original owner, Mr. L. V. Walkley. 
Mr. Walkley was a successful businessman who lived in Plantsville and owned the Pultz & 
Walkley Company, maker of paper bags in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The fountain 
was part of Walkley Park and still remains in the back yard at 35 Elm Street where Reno 
Pelletier resides. Mr. Pelletier is willing to work with the town to relocate the fountain in 
Plantsville. Mr. Chaplinsky said he met with engineering and planning staff to discuss various 
locations but the Plantsville Green was the best option. 
 
Mr. Chaplinsky said the fountain is in pretty good shape considering its age. It is partially buried 
and would need excavation to determine exactly what would need to be done. It is approximately 
21 ft. in diameter. He has some volunteers and has two local landscaping companies interested in 
spearheading the project. They would need to raise money. The plan is to tie the fountain into the 
water and electrical currently at the Green. The Town Engineer would like it tied into the sewer 
system as well because of the chlorine that would be used to keep the water clean. The group 
would work closely with staff on location and other requirements, including adhering to codes, 
before doing anything. Some discussion followed regarding what is currently inside and outside 
the fountain. Mr. Chaplinsky said once the excavation is done, they would see if some sections 
could be moved or if the fountain needed to be dismantled rock by rock. A memorial plaque 
would be placed once the relocation was complete.   
 
Commissioners believed preserving a historical structure was a good idea. Commissioner Natelli 
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made a motion that the Park Board gives permission to send the project request to the Town 
Council. Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo. It may require an 8-24 referral from the Planning & 
Zoning Commission as well. Motion carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave the following program updates: 

- Music on the Green kicks off tonight. It was postponed from yesterday due to an 
impending storm. 

- Men’s and Women’s Softball is in their sixth week. No issues. With the status of the 
budget, Mr. Lapreay would not move forward with raises for the umpires. 

- Tennis Camp registration opened last week. 
- Swim registrations are June 15 and June 22. 
- Pools: Rec Pool is scheduled to open June 17 and Memorial on June 24. The splash pad is 

on time. 
- Playground Camp starts June 21. Had a Counselor meeting last night. Anyone needing 

First Aid or CPR certification will get trained on June 5th. 
- Special Needs Camp RISE registration is still going; closes June 16. We are planning to 

have a younger group, grades 2 to 5, but only a few have registered so far. Mr. Lapreay 
will meet with the Head Director next week to decide how to handle. 

- Youth Theater is totally full. Three groups start the day after school is out. 
- Kids Series starts June 27 for 8 consecutive weeks on Tuesday nights at the Drive-In. 
- Special Needs Music Therapy class is open to all ages and will begin on August 3rd. 
- Sand Volleyball registration is ongoing and will start in August. There are enough 

registered as of now to hold the program. 
- Track and Field Camp will be held the week of July 31st at the high school. 
- Youth Leagues: Football leagues have opened registration. Youth soccer starts 

registration next week. SYBA summer basketball program at Panthorn Park on 
Wednesdays begins July 12. 

 
Show Trailer will be going to the high school this Friday for the Relay for Life. On September 
16 it will go to Wolcott per the agreement as in past years. 
 
Western Little League Lights.  Mr. Lapreay stated they have until tomorrow to let him know if 
they wish to go forward with the town’s proposal. The low bidder for the entire project was 
$111,000. It would be a 15-year payback of $7,400 to the town. Western is concerned about the 
high price and will need to make a decision. They may work with another group to split the cost 
if agreeable. There was some discussion about the cost of lighting other fields which may have 
been lower due to “sweat equity” and parents’ volunteering their expertise. 
 
Chairman commented that he saw the “no alcohol” signs at Rec Park and they look great. Mr. 
Lapreay and other commissioners stated that they have not received any complaints. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation. Motion carried. 
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REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mr. Calandra gave the report in the absence of the Town Engineer. A lot of brush cutting in the 
drive-in area of Rec Park was done. Line striping should be done by tomorrow. The pavilion was 
power washed, ceiling and floors. Basic maintenance was done.   
 
Chairman said he and Drive-In Committee members met with Mr. Calandra and Annette 
Turnquist and requested some things. They did a great job and he appreciated it. 
 
Memorial Park:  Mr. Calandra said as of tomorrow the splash pads are on schedule for June 9 
commission. The pools are all set. A lot of work was done regrading the playground. 
 
The Train Depot opened last week. Crews got it ready to go. 
 
Irrigation systems and plant maintenance is ongoing. 
 
The fountain on Riccio Way is up and running. 
 
Open space work is ongoing. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the Report from the Parks Department. Seconded 
by Commissioner Romano and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Commissioner Natelli asked about the trail on Curtiss and Lazy Lane. Did 
Solvents Recovery complete the cleanup? Yes. He also spoke about Plainville working with 
Bristol and trying to get the trail into Southington, possibly by ESPN. Plainville still has live 
tracks so it is difficult. They are working on it. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Chairman asked if someone could request the show trailer for the Italian 
Festival which is schedule for July 28, 29 and 30. Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to 
request the show trailer for the Italian Festival for July 28, 29 and 30, 2017. Seconded by 
Commissioner Natelli and carried. Mr. Lapreay stated that it is available. 
 
Some of the students in attendance asked a few questions for clarification about what occurred at 
the meeting. They are writing reports for their Civics class.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Natelli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner DeFeo. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


